ABSTRACT. The Sierra del Rosario is a calcareous mountainous area located in the northeast region of the state of Durango, where xerophilous vegetation and chaparral predominate. The aim of this study was to determine cactus diversity and distribution in the region. A list of cacti was obtained from 15, 3 km transects covering the vegetation of microphyllous desert shrubland, rosetophyllous desert shrubland and chaparral. A total of 33 species and 13 genera were recorded, with the most representative genera being Coryphantha, Echinocereus and Mammillaria. There are six species in some category of risk according to NOM-059-SEMARNAT-2010, distributed in the genera Coryphantha, Glandulicactus and Peniocereus. No species was found at risk in the IUCN, while Coryphantha sneedii is in the CITES.
INTRODUCTION
The family Cactaceae is one of the most representative groups of angiosperms in the biological diversity of Mexico.
It constitutes a diverse group of plants with great morphological and taxonomic variety (Hernández et al. 2007 ).
Cacti, which are the most characteristic plants of Mexico's arid landscape (Mabberley 1997) , are distributed in the north and center of the country.
There are around 1 400 species of cacti in the world (Mabberley 1997) . In this respect, Villaseñor (2016) indicates that the family Cactaceae is the seventh most diverse family with 62 genera and 677 species, of which 518 are endemic to Mexico, while 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Study area
The Sierra del Rosario is located in the 
Richness estimators
Species richness and estimation of sampling eciency were analyzed using the non-parametric Ace, Chao 1, Chao 2, Jackknife 1, Jackknife 2 and Bootstrap estimators, using EstimateS software ver- 
